TALKING POINTS

On COVID -19 Response
Day 1. Session 1.1

Thank you Mr. Chair, NSs Leaders, dear friends and colleagues, 
Since the beginning of 2021, Vietnam has experienced 2 major outbreaks of COVID-19. Particularly, the 4th wave (since April) has left dramatical impacts, with an increased number of new cases and deaths. 
Heavy consequences from COVID-19 have seen in many industries and sectors of the national economy, but more worrying effect is the impact of COVID-19 on the vulnerable groups as well as on workers and daily wagers who have lost their earnings due to closing down of business. 
The Government of Vietnam has taken bold measures and resolutions in the fight against this “unseen enemy”, aiming to keep the COVID-19 under control, and at the same time, maintaining economic activities to assure positive growth of the national economy. 

In that direction, the people have been put at the center of all actions. Protecting people's lives and ensuring social security for the people are pre-requisite, especially for those affected by the COVID-19. The Government has implemented many social support programs for the people, especially has deployed the largest vaccination campaign in history with target of reaching 150 million doses of vaccine for entire country, of which, more than 31 million shots have been done.
Vietnam Red Cross, as an supporting organization to the Government in humanitarian actitivies, has promptly revised and adjusted the Pandemic Response Plan under the new circumstances.
While continuing awareness communication to inspire people to strictly follow the Government's measures on COVID prevention and response, we emphasize on resource mobilization to increase more support for those affected by the COVID-19 epidemic. 
VNRC Headquarters has issued an internal Appeal to all staff, members and volunteers; launched the Campaign “Connecting the community, overcoming challenges” to support people affected by COVID-19; cooperated with TikTok on a program named “Optimism overcomes the epidemic - Stay at home with fun”... 

We are pleased to share with you that Vietnam Red Cross at all levels have raised more than 30 million USD, of which 16.3 million USD was raised in 2021. To this achievement, we are very grateful to continuous and effective support from the IFRC, the ICRC and other sister NSs.
The active and creative participation of chapters and branches in supporting frontline forces and people affected by COVID-19 has brought up a diversity of best practices, such as: the “Family parcel” providing necessary items for households in isolated areas; the Rice ATM; the campaign “Supporting farmers in agricultural products consumption”; as well as a diverse support formats such as Cash program, goods support, medical items, food, free food vouchers, among others. 
Many Red Cross branches have become members of the “Community Health Team”, whose functions are of examination, consultation, treatment, care and transfer of F0 and F1 from home to hospital and vice-versa, as well as supporting the vaccination procedures. 
Also there a numbers of initiatives in term of transportation of good, medical items, food and other necessities from green-areas to hospitals and communities in COVID-19 affected areas.
Ladies and gentlemen,

We noted that, in this struggle agains COVID-19, many best practices have been initiated in Southeast Asian NSs. 
It is recommended that those best practices be circulated and shared among us and the Movement. 
To this direction, we encourage the Center of Excellence in Pandemic Preparedness of Singapore Red Cross to consolidate those lessons learnt/experiences and widely share to all NSs in our region and the Movement.
Thank you for your attention!
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