
Rising sea-level is disproportionately affecting the poor through salinisation of their 

water sources. Many poor communities still depend on untreated water, and inflow of 

brackish water into slow flowing rivers and groundwater from the rising sea-level 

exacerbates health hazards and nutritional disorders. In addition, sea-level rise leads 

to increased flooding of coastal areas, not only through direct inundation but also 

increase in the base for storm surges. More than 50 percent of disaster incidences in 

Indonesia are hydro-meteorological disasters that have a huge impact on sanitation 

2facilities . PMI has been developing emergency water and sanitation capacity to meet 

the needs of people affected by disasters since 2006. A significant number of volunteers 

throughout the country have received training on emergency water and sanitation, and 

27 of them have become specialists who are able to manage and operate treatment 

facilities. These specialists are now valuable assets for PMI with hands-on experience in 

operating various treatment facilities initially brought to Indonesia from different parts 

of the world during the 2004 Tsunami operation. With such expertise, the trained 

specialists of PMI have been deployed to countries like Myanmar and Pakistan to aid 

International relief operations.
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