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World Red Cross Red Crescent Day was observed on 8th May 2020- the birthday of our founder- 

Henry Dunant. Here is a mosaic of our staff and volunteers and the lifesaving work they do, across 

Southeast Asia.  

 

Welcome to our newsletter providing updates of Southeast Asia for May 2020. All photos used in this 

publication are from the respective Red Cross Red Crescent National Society or IFRC unless 

mentioned otherwise. In addition to these monthly updates, you can find Southeast Asia Red Cross 

Red Crescent’s resources, tools, events and updates at the Resilience Library at http://www.rcrc-

resiliencesoutheastasia.org. 

 

http://www.rcrc-resilience/
http://www.rcrc-resilience/
http://www.rcrc-resilience-southeastasia.org/
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World Red Cross Red Crescent Day 

The World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day, is an opportunity to recognize the contribution and 

bravery of millions of volunteers and staff around the world. This year the World Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Day has been special, as it was an occasion to feel especially proud of the work of the 

volunteers and staff around the globe supporting people and communities affected by COVID-19. 

#KeepClapping was the virtual means by which volunteers, colleagues and friends across the 

Movement family were appreciated and thanked for their life saving work. The RCRC National 

Societies in Southeast Asia observed the day in many different ways as described below. 

In Thailand, the Thai Red Cross Society (TRCS) observed the day along with colleagues from IFRC’s 

Country Cluster Support Team and representatives from the ICRC Bangkok Regional Delegation. 

They showed their appreciation by clapping hands to encourage staff, volunteers and blood donors at 

TRCS’ National Blood Centre in Bangkok. 

The Singapore Red Cross (SRC) produced a special series highlighting staff and volunteers: Passion 

People - World Red Cross Day. Through their stories, SRC hopes to inspire more people to step 

forward as humanitarian advocates and agents of change. 

Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) organized an online celebration under the leadership of MRCS 

President Dr. Maung Maung Myint. MRCS’s social media campaign which included videos on  

#KeepClapping to mark the RCRC Day and promote the seven fundamental principles started on 01 

May 2020 and continued until 8 May 2020. 

While commemorating World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day on 8 May 2020, Indonesia Red 

Cross (PMI) appreciated and recognized its volunteers across Indonesia. The recording of the World 

Red Cross Day observation can be seen here.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IywfhahLhCw
https://bit.ly/2z1XIMv
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sgredcross/photos/?tab=album&album_id=3027736700618100
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sgredcross/photos/?tab=album&album_id=3027736700618100
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3269402463093409?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=238493447495703
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2983147205065041
https://www.rcrc-resilience-southeastasia.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/14th-information-sharing-on-COVID-19_MRCS-RCRC_5-May-2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vW7b-XWc65E
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Updates from National Societies 

Thailand : Mobile Kitchens delivering fresh hot meals 

The Thai Red Cross Society (TRCS) has 

established mobile kitchens to distribute 

hot meals for those who have been 

adversely affected by the restrictions put 

in place due to COVID-19. The kitchen 

staff wear hats, facemasks, aprons and 

gloves to maintain cleanliness and 

hygiene, in accordance with the norms for 

COVID-19 management. Currently there 

are four mobile kitchens operating in 

different parts of the country. Samut 

Sakhon province has more than 7,000 

factories, many of which have shut down 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic, leaving 

several thousand workers unemployed. 

TRCS’s mobile kitchen provided 15,599 

sets of hot meals to the local people and 

migrant workers from three districts of 

Samut Sakhon province during 8-17 May. 

Sa Kaeo province on the eastern border 

province is an important gateway to Cambodia, and is home to several migrant workers and local 

communities that have lost their livelihoods due to the restrictions of COVID-19. The TRCS’s Health 

Station No.6, Sa Kaeo province provided 17,823 sets of fresh hot meals during 20-29 May. Similarly, 

28,781 sets of hot meals were distributed among residents of six districts of Wat Hu Chang, Bang 

Kruai, Nonthaburi province between 24 May to 2 June. In Bangkok, 22,902 sets were distributed 

among 20 communities in Wat Pathum Wanaram, during 26 May to 4th  June.  

 

Philippines: Early treatment and support to primary health care 

Philippine Red Cross (PRC) was among the 

earliest National Societies’ outside of China to 

ramp up their COVID-19 response after the 

country confirmed its first case of the virus on 

30 January. From the outset, the organisation 

focused its resources on areas where it could 

create the most impact. A central part of their 

multi-faceted response has been supporting 

early treatment and primary healthcare 

providers. For more details click here. To 

know more about the overall response of the 

Philippine Red Cross, click here.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=ms.c.eJxFktmNRTEIQzsagVkC~%3BTc2uvDi~%3BB4Z24QYDiCqilIL9J8tEEv1rCM~%3BIO2j8Lzg2IA8BLnAL4j6PFrjgfYSeF2QsgojwAKl6Zke~%3BWJ7U6ioHFO8pjHgefQ29dtUVT6F0lShAyoINoUearJACHSKOS7w~_BTe9IhNCaZEzIgWga3irq~_52wpHDsY064FVsNjxVXCk5pQePGVtCphS2zTYtPIzPcUHap8RvctBZn13IdhixmLdMyLXA4oPSDvB~%3BA~%3BHA~%3BM~%3BDntAz4K7C7AKp8Lm2MJvCZtDOd8DdhbcbRFT3ZojMf9DQh~_YFN4FsT00~%3BwECQp~_F.bps.a.3272200366146937&type=1&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARABEP3GDpywKbiblZ5nRBccJn3Kq3DMUhS2wrWBRNbtzz88SITTBx_BrJjbviVnfveQ_LgYoHg3S0uhsSqi0FfG2qrKSqHLj01kds2pDVt2cohchWyJM4wMG3FzMgX44m0PXRk08_EM8Nhiuz_Y0GY4g-Jscx8Wa8rAZUsmXgXwuxGSKGFjbQcn9dbKfMWaFnH2Um68SWHQ6bkO_sSns-d00B0-H5LFwKHGz3-DjpCJ1_8y3TESRsBsiTHgVMb1EbT2gTTOfRGY1Vf_bsmmWHDOPOlCxjgjIeII30lfjJ_dmvCyYZQC0FKFxxAY-4nF_TAeUZ7iguRqT5wagAOX07DPB-ZbZGwi-9Whcq0JIqeGHJQkB-rLBqHV70vZh3kPRLNw4j0K1v0QTsT3tpMB8AlVltvf-PCwzsTxLMLTRFCbmB6DeXhliIoW6Vv7FpVP1yt5M31LhB9-SuYHTpTl&__tn__=HH-R
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=ms.c.eJxNk8ltADEMAzsKdEvuv7FgqZjOd0BSl~_12xiqsa9qnz48v0PAMybzApsSkPeMCzU~%3BROQQGUHqB9WcJ9Qt8FUGFZ02H9LPUWlglFBY3Ws4CKnKQEeyjfAHL1pZVVmkBECp6FfIUhQwXjq87~%3Br99QGFUnIQi8g~_kyrfTPkUFWq~_~_rbsMQCXB~_Szn9AXmAOME2HpxWrdBWb0LcldYmqFhn8LOPABFsY~%3BA9Q~_H~_0p8lrmte21GM6MSFp7SC64Stt4Y~%3BzgzxpGRVMxmGDNm~_1D2cXD9nDtciCAjhACXS76gECwoawgGT5vjh2LJM7ePMFtw9xGOY5vwN~_wK9WXsK0y~_wohARrHTlLWw08SCUlm2UEXfn6tZwIzeTo2WwV0064FV0DJreVUO9hG8XMpOK0GwoV6~%3BAx3TBw~-~-.bps.a.3298261740207466&type=1&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDApjHtBrbCl1IVgHq1JzD4jtRf1AKUqVGX605Tmv9JJdPcLTVjRh9Rte17fzz8lI3TJB8nOtL1kYTch02yPrRZxEQNT-JsqiEZbfB2HnKBpPRXElIsAAn8eXTpsaaj4JkjLQ2qNi5ToOnMpaCbLLNmlU52U3QDA_1pRAf_0hGonPO3VZ8_glgz5C2NR-5cu39BNvc3U4RLRF3ZGtfoFxwotPAkD6fuNsYlYE0tfvu_JSeOFWT-9wxQVYn5ZeYe2wGTXrk2XjRrd3TtofOCii3SJpbHKwYTXgM1FrutHBlerKwnrZgKY4BHNXYrqmtQ5XTRa2D2heXJT8IlxWS-ovtNTd-IXSEuMx8wCb8GWeyE9jIwc7MUBZYQ4GzZj3U1jxmA4GDsoQgIYKV10GhdlbJfMFUVR22XXlrbzMZfHbda54vyQ3WfQTI6gHmsrU-DBosJUOk3scroJK8Az4Hi&__tn__=HH-R
https://www.redcross.or.th/news/information/10891/?fbclid=IwAR2nLVy46wJbT0_FDFGZM4xC4SAS4zhVgJ28ChT9emJ9AdNnfif2fJT7bGY
https://www.redcross.or.th/news/information/10891/?fbclid=IwAR2nLVy46wJbT0_FDFGZM4xC4SAS4zhVgJ28ChT9emJ9AdNnfif2fJT7bGY
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=ms.c.eJxNlMkR3TAMQzvKiJtI9t9Y5gMxlOsbEOAiO8JOe94ze816~%3BwRA2Nb13mmB~%3BCnC6x~_oyp~_iy6UY981bnyIbigkpHClhSomDlL4CFx6h2GiUHHkEG7tSZKLEZZrzK~%3BG1B1BS84FibCm2MJzP13pcA2iVXEdJpkAj9sijD0EIYPx943cDvE6Hpi7TiZ9H7fnAso9UH0tT~_0zzcBb1kQcrLC0oDSmzKcC7rDwcrVeFQEAxD6D10fvIcDR2lBJc4dH1E5czpfgGTpna2PIuZ5TCy5nJFIq5Iw~_jxwO~%3B4eaYhstkrPooDufxABSjWRqN2dUK76Lk5IvFbUcbu5ffi0ybnbpmGaaUUpYgBWapOFIUPN74ewk~_RR30ke0PwCNGAIfqXYEhkMJwOfMWCCpCgJdzpfC7NX235UWQAvwZaEHF92F6HxVcst5pJWeJV8JOdexKzqIVVuIPk~%3B~%3B9g5wK9VH4O3Qq9hpB~%3BQUVgv2K.bps.a.3310722712294702&type=1&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDREvmGj81cBvXxtKjDakWqfW-mfX8Ji2mDv5Jnun3oGZ32rfe0LaLE3Pn2KMvpChZRDt8cdHIlfmZdW5L4_Ti6gqTyFmMPbD6SrezshQZ0PWXRItXUMItjTNKk0RBITCkJJb2xpJx2IVduZHawGjMXry-YrXmn0gzGPnZlfaUYoC5elGtd5TVX1YJ8ODiwAur6jsohqpfSu4RjorMG1Tvi1-PYIWrNwa-q0S2QGNYIy_BbPOtBZmG4EgqdlNORUFEqSAU0oQenrUR2bAt_puVDa53evKxSZpUSyPx80NU2YOD9v_UQ9u4gN1HN4J2reRZYLRnAID3L182ohY1AcZGAYoB3OGkD9S2Hv1_WcDnvi3DvJE79_k7KwY2-CCgEzb4KeES0AJEwHR0XOp6WJ_abi0kTWvYmD0TSIlJwdUxaNvugxmEhdjCo8DcENL9-ukcad6udF9GG2Ij2g7VE&__tn__=HH-R
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/2020/06/02/pictures-covid-19-supporting-healthcare-philippines/
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/4386#additional-information
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Singapore : Caring for the elderly and migrant workers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help seniors cope with the impact of COVD-19, the Singapore Red Cross (SRC) delivered 1,000 

care packages, specially customized for each elderly person’s lifestyle and needs. Each package 

contains different combinations of essential food, medicines, hygiene and household items. Read 

more. SRC also joined partners in a community initiative #FreeMaskSG - watch the video. Another 

vulnerable population in Singapore are the migrant workers who come largely from South and 

Southeast Asia. To strengthen the health of the migrant worker community, SRC collaborated with 

various ground partners to distribute over 150,000 face masks, hand sanitisers and digital 

thermometers among dormitories where they live, from 1 May to 2 June. Watch the video. 

 

Myanmar: Raising resilience in Rakhine  

Launched in January 2017, the ‘Community Based Health 

and Resilience - Health in Emergencies (CBHR-HiE)’ 

programme was designed to address some of the complex 

humanitarian, development, and peace issues in Rakhine 

State. CBHR-HiE was one of the first programmes of MRCS, 

supported by IFRC, to tackle longer term resilience goals in 

this fragile state. This evaluation summary of the program, 

prepared by the external evaluation team presents the key 

findings and lessons learnt from the programme.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/sgredcross/posts/3084495948275508?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDV3xZaS2Gb22VLVlxDakVaK_444xuS8cKaEJfnuTm8JYQ9z9KCnUJlJHE46z97_YcUZPD-PmoiNMuhV9SWHvuMbbk-TpjP5vg_qSpJlX6Ct8oeDJyccWCnv2J3Iz0KQ2R3EJuuIAVpv1FEGMRvRSbb_0Jc0qVA88LnqL0WRObeVOmNb3fz-cgh1Iy3rFCc4R_cyizwDP8QTpx11589l8aBmVMJo3ln4GFQBbDRTTfWH67LvRTwHOVU0rzMwF1-5A19WBNh8OLrCrcnrkbbzvANs3LiU85oeq48QVTqQWrZf1HQAK3IAVsF9Wbb0RE6m0HfW0ZJ-5kb2C4wyGeGK6PoGA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/sgredcross/posts/3084495948275508?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDV3xZaS2Gb22VLVlxDakVaK_444xuS8cKaEJfnuTm8JYQ9z9KCnUJlJHE46z97_YcUZPD-PmoiNMuhV9SWHvuMbbk-TpjP5vg_qSpJlX6Ct8oeDJyccWCnv2J3Iz0KQ2R3EJuuIAVpv1FEGMRvRSbb_0Jc0qVA88LnqL0WRObeVOmNb3fz-cgh1Iy3rFCc4R_cyizwDP8QTpx11589l8aBmVMJo3ln4GFQBbDRTTfWH67LvRTwHOVU0rzMwF1-5A19WBNh8OLrCrcnrkbbzvANs3LiU85oeq48QVTqQWrZf1HQAK3IAVsF9Wbb0RE6m0HfW0ZJ-5kb2C4wyGeGK6PoGA&__tn__=-R
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=begreatersg&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6669153392809639936
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6667982938082304000
http://facebook.com/155300381195094/posts/3053257171399386/?vh=e
https://www.rcrc-resilience-southeastasia.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CBHR-Program-Evaluation-summary-Raising-Resilience-in-Rakhine.pdf
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Indonesia: PMI provides insurance cover to its volunteers  

As many as 2000 volunteers of PMI have insurance protection against accidents at work and life 

insurance by PMI with support from the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC). PMI has lost three volunteers who passed away while on duty during COVID-19. 

Earlier PMI had lost volunteers due to accidents or disasters such as the earthquake in Lombok, two 

years ago. Since then, insurance coverage has been recognised as a volunteer’s right and the 

relevant Red Cross Law as well as PMI’s articles of association have been amended to make it a 

reality. The insurance coverage provides additional security to the volunteers who have been working 

with utmost dedication throughout all humanitarian crises in the country.  

 

Southeast Asia Youth Network (SEAYN) : Turning the lens on 
SGBV during COVID-19 

In May 2020, the Southeast Asia Youth Network 

maintained its engagement with youth initiatives 

for prevention and response to COVID-19. 

Particular attention was dedicated to the topic of 

Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) and 

the impact of COVID-19 on SGBV. A webinar 

was organised in collaboration with IFRC Asia 

Pacific Regional SGBV Advisor in order to 

introduce the topic to SEAYN members. See the 

slides here. To take it further, the SEAYN 

Communications Task Force developed a series 

of videos which explain the fundamentals of 

SGBV and the correlation with COVID-19, to 

young people. You can view the video here. 

The Southeast Asia Youth Network organised 

also an inter-regional webinar, hosting representatives from East Asia Youth Network (Red Cross 

Society of China (RCSC), Hong Kong Branch of RCSC, Japanese Red Cross Society (JRCS) and 

Mongolian Red Cross Society (MRCS) to share experiences on COVID-19 prevention and response.  

https://www.rcrc-resilience-southeastasia.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/5thSEAYNWebinarCOVID-19_SGBV_7May2020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=548849639117507
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Feature Story – Philippine Red Cross Society (PRC) 

PRC assists thousands of returning overseas workers  

The COVID-19 pandemic has made overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) spread in different parts of the 

world vulnerable to discrimination, xenophobia, layoffs and worsening working conditions, and forced 

returns. On 6 May 2020, the Philippine government reported that 23,000 OFWs who lost their jobs 

due to the coronavirus pandemic have been repatriated and another 45,000 are expected to return to 

the country by the end of June.  

The Philippine Red Cross, with the support from the IFRC, is responding to aid repatriated OFWs 

cope with the stress of displacement brought about by the coronavirus pandemic and to safely 

reintegrate them in their communities. In coordination with the Department of Health, Overseas 

Workers Welfare Administration and Philippine Health Insurance Corporation, the Philippine Red 

Cross with its molecular laboratories for COVID-19 testing is assisting in ensuring that the returning 

workers are safe from coronavirus before going home to their families.  

As of 4 June 2020, an initial of more than 41,000 OFWs were tested using the reverse transcriptase 

polymerase chain reaction or the RT-PCR machines, which is considered as the gold standard for 

COVID-19 testing. The Philippine Red Cross is committed to continue assisting in the testing of 

repatriated OFWs.  

During this unprecedented time, stress and uncertainties could take a toll on the repatriated OFWs’ 

mental health. This prompted the Philippine Red Cross volunteers and staff extended psychological 

first aid, provided life-saving information on positive coping, stress management activities, and 

counseling to abused workers while in quarantine.  

“My worries and fears disappeared. I thank the Red Cross for the support that they have provided. I 

hope the Red Cross would be able to help more people and OFWs in need,” said Edna Maturan, one 

of the repatriated workers.  

“To the Red Cross, thank you so much! You have helped a lot of us who are feeling stressed and 

depressed and trying to conceal it,” returning OFW Ricky Mendoza said. He adds, “through the Red 

Cross interventions, we were able to express those feelings. Many were encouraged to cope with the 

stress.” 

The Philippine Red Cross has also established helpline 1158 to accept calls and offer psychosocial 

support for migrant workers. The Virtual Volunteer, a web-based platform was also used to promote 

and disseminate relevant information to Filipinos abroad about COVID-19. 
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Seasonal Forecast 
 

June to August 2020 

 
 

For the interactive map from IFRC IRI, click here 

Meteorological agency in the respective Southeast Asian countries: 

 

Brunei Darussalam | Cambodia | Indonesia | Laos | Malaysia | Myanmar | Philippines | Singapore | 

Thailand | Timor-Leste| Viet Nam 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/prcp_fcst.html
http://www.bruneiweather.com.bn/
http://www.cambodiameteo.com/map?menu=3&lang=en
http://www.bmkg.go.id/BMKG_Pusat/default.bmkg
http://dmhlao.etllao.com/
http://www.met.gov.my/
http://www.dmh.gov.mm/
http://www.pagasa.dost.gov.ph/
http://www.nea.gov.sg/weather-climate/meteorological-service-singapore
https://www.tmd.go.th/en/3month_forecast.php
http://www.mtc.gov.tl/mtc/index.php/en/services-dir/dgmtc/national-directorate-of-meteorology-and-geophysics
http://www.nchmf.gov.vn/web/en-US/43/Default.aspx

