
 
 

 Information sharing on novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 MRCS’s response supported by the Red Cross & Red Crescent Movement partners in Myanmar 
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KACHIN STATE   

“Most people in the village are not using 

social media due to weak signal. The 

posters from Ministry of Health and 

Sports (MoHS) were already hung on the 

wall distributed by various 

organizations. However, many people 

did not understand the content as the 

posters were not in Kachin language. To 

help the people understand about 

COVID-19 and how to prevent it, Red 

Cross volunteers went to the village and 

explained to them about COVID-19 and 

gave awareness session in Kachin 

language. We need more information 

materials in ethnic language and more 

awareness raising sessions in their own 

language.”   

Hnin Ei Phyu, Myitkyina township, Red 

Cross volunteer 

  

MON STATE  

“People got wrong information and preventive tips from social 

media, such as drinking alcohol or taking antibiotics will 

prevent them from getting COVID-19. Together with township 

medical officers from MoHS, Red Cross volunteers shared 

proper handwash tips and other key messages, using posters 

from IFRC, translated by MRCS in Myanmar language. MoHS 

staff also shared information on COVID-19. We need more 

such awareness raising sessions and information education 

communications (IEC) materials in the village level to address 

these misperceptions coming from social media.”  

Soe Min, Thanbyuzayat township, Red Cross Volunteer 

  

COVID-19 info 

materials in local 

languages:  

1. Shan language 

2. Kachin language 

3. Chinese 

language 

Key Audio messages 

in 17 ethnic 

languages produced 

by MoHS with the 

support of UNICEF 

and in collaboration 

with MRTV-Radio:  

To download : Go to 

MIMU COVID-19 

page and click “key 

message” tab.17 

ethnic languages 

available include: 

West-Poe, Wa, Shan, 

Sagaw. Rakhine, Pa-

oh, Mon, Koekant, 

Kayan, Kayah, Kachin, 

Gakho, Gabar, East-

poe, Danu, Chin 

(Laizo), Chin (Cho) 

 

Latest statistics from 

the Ministry of Health 

and Sports (MoHS) as 

of 8pm 23 Feb 2020 

Total PUI /Suspected 

- 40 

Confirmed - 0 

Lab Negative - 40 

Lab Pending - 0 

Discharged – 36 

Source: Surveillance 

Dashboard. Global 

figures here. 

 

#COVID19 Red Cross voices from the field   

https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3077492565617734?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3077495052284152?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3077493725617618?__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3077493725617618?__tn__=-R
http://themimu.info/emergencies/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
http://themimu.info/emergencies/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://mohs.gov.mm/Main/content/publication/2019-ncov
https://mohs.gov.mm/Main/content/publication/2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/


 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

      

 

   Resources and contact information 

    Daily MoHS update on 2019-nCoV 

    Daily MIMU update on 2019-nCoV 

     IFRC Go – COVID-19 emergency appeal  

     Guidance note: Risk communication and CEA     

     MRCS social media (Facebook/Twitter)  

Dr Nay Htet Lin  

Deputy Director, Health Department 

Myanmar Red Cross Society 

nayhtetlin@redcross.org.mm   

+95 9 799 531 565 

 

Joseph Muyambo 

Programme Coordinator 

IFRC Myanmar Country Office 

joseph.muyambo@ifrc.org   

+95 9 450 719 453  

 

 

IFRC revised emergency appeal highlights  

On 11 February 2020, IFRC launched its revised emergency appeal for COVID-

19 outbreak response. This Emergency Appeal seeks a revised total of 32 

million Swiss francs to enable the IFRC to support its membership to deliver 

assistance and support to communities affected or at risk of being affected 

by COVID-19. Assistance will be tailored to each country depending on its 

epidemic preparedness and response, as well as the vulnerability of 

particular groups of people in the community. Currently 1,891,890 CHF is 

received. 

 

 

Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) has been in close coordination with the Ministry of Health and Sports (MoHS) at national, regional, and 

township levels and has mobilized a large number of Red Cross Volunteers (RCVs) and staff to support the MoHS responses in awareness 

raising, health education, screening of migrant people and community-based surveillance activities. MRCS launched procurement personal 

protective equipment (PPE), sanitizers, and masks and distributed information materials in communities and through social media. MRCS 

continues to lead the Red Cross & Red Crescent Movement (the Movement) Task Force which convenes once a week to effectively and 

timely respond to the fast-evolving situation. On 13 Feb 2020, MRCS launched the emergency plan of action (Required Amount: CHF 

1,226,730) supported by the Movement partners. To learn more about MRCS’s COVID-19 response, please see interactive mapping of 

resources and trained volunteers developed by MRCS information management department with the support of American Red Cross.  

 

 

 

 

Supported by the Danish Red Cross, Red Cross 

Volunteers are assisting the MoHS in the surveillance 

for COVID-19 by registering people, providing masks, 

and checking for signs of fever at Kanpaiti, Loije, and 

Pangwa border gates in Kachin state bordering China.  

 

#COVID19 Red Cross & Red Crescent in the past week  

Putting up posters in crowded places in Yangon  Sharing preventive tips near a market in Ayeyarwady 

Health surveillance in Kachin near Chinese border     Handwashing practice in northern Shan  Awareness raising in Magway 

Information sharing in ethnic language 

https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3086468924720098?__tn__=-R0.g
https://mohs.gov.mm/Main/content/publication/2019-ncov
https://themimu.info/emergencies/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/3972#details
http://prddsgofilestorage.blob.core.windows.net/api/sitreps/3972/nCov_RCCE_Guide_29-01-2020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/
https://twitter.com/MyanmarRedCross?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/ifrc-majorly-ramp-coronavirus-programmes-across-globe/
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiY2Y2OWRjZjItMzliZS00YmM0LTg1YzktNmEzZDQ5YTJmOTFlIiwidCI6IjIyMmM0ZDE1LTA3ZmMtNDZhNi04ZTJjLTk0NDY0OTIxNmVjZCIsImMiOjN9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiY2Y2OWRjZjItMzliZS00YmM0LTg1YzktNmEzZDQ5YTJmOTFlIiwidCI6IjIyMmM0ZDE1LTA3ZmMtNDZhNi04ZTJjLTk0NDY0OTIxNmVjZCIsImMiOjN9
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3086468924720098?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDObQk_DBZ89mVZguUl0hGfBrQduvKUoFb-f47eDow6RK3vfHAJl3BukeidXSESYp-dgJ1AB1vGbq6nW4eMl7EE8AaGmQBWMdPv_8ipNi6f662ovh3q5zto-ign8qtnf-EL6rEMqBs9eTkDQGvLycR9T_pXaHYtFKaJr8Jot_oNWkkeO_5tistKLbEEeTaQekqw5JqP3KaAo9g9E1J8YPTfN6RATrGsOys0X01oh_4b-ts8H9ZJIb1ZFT_CUMduCQSq5aqdQ03C27d_J4yS0aosWtoNQk1MKwb_1wCuV-RWB3ZXMpKKPo76ngNOjHrHVpYyYxTWUw9-i1o8M8jwqISK1w&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3081963145170676?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAsvafLfT3yCOFGq3qxRAPQyzBQcwWJrf7dp2ZJ4jo7LNa-i4IdZ6L_3lRo6LXgu7UTGXpK3DKn81JXeVvv4wmLkJ9u-VDyARvA7I4Bcn2e1iCSZm9uUpFvjYfjkWJ5Wy1yYogExtRj-NMsxUdhVBhz0s9gFDnIP2Fs3OjagolK25Or1tTNyOw9z86tEEbVL7JsqXKtju-2xEG3bgMnJuxqvD7fJx6kynceYNZsF5l5G57EG6gY-JzwBBq5sTZHQTf-HO8D9ZnSCx6ttISp37gJQkPH7m7P-ykq2-9YAKuAiSqFUQnMuysJbJ4OsZ6R4hFCQTvCqvqKtsRulaf20M_Wkw&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3075400119160312?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDridOPIUIAUbOnQSp6WBd30RsHHLnxg03b18_5SITG1xAwcL7VLm4vyTLjCdPZKqpZQu5cJmnsZdRLQDpaulBRLdsH6SfZRKTb9XwznDSEVwM8Cw3V93VzoD0ld0LqbLzqROtXf5gmcnH831dwUYkz5tKekgD4Y-GFpxgpOnSoqX9VwfsMhwJ3727sLsZM5adqyWkcIDgwvL3CO5BCeJnth6A0_V5sX2v8s-SiuEL8fwP0R1Clz72WeXtOtXBxWGBZ6y6GN4ZGohzYJ_xFfvmsVzcCVcCmjpGkfHzGCGvkGpgOww76t_kUpmg6E1D8gEVlPngC3O_TcVZBiuuCPaWOSA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3086113891422268?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARA8HxRbPS0DlBbziy_0slxfbleNJXPCBOZYpEm6WC0Q9q9OOkl2bIR61dXDajVOMHi0hjUu3O7BzSxgqakjD-Y99F50xvD2ouMzN5EMnt65GLsiUbcYt0sK25dRPDdR2NxUHl4aGfcBl7oNT9lubERtgMOJidYveekEylcj-XWk4aDfEYEVQJNfsi8jpn2R2F-qcdgBViuZtCngM4nQPAer5eOcRU5JaI-7esEOADeU-agIwZgo-zdncnDKg26Vo1mU8jnpEqtw6sHlmtD8Zz7E6hvxwvV_U6s5luzup74VLAPy7x0MU3VCYmPQOSaIWTWqd2Ng18yFAAHbp6ZQH3OP1w&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3077473945619596?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARBP0EVy2-V_kjTWxo1B8NQre2VIbUEdbcsIxcAgMfdpDYfVHLyXtKHIhSvO12MuSAB1qkblkmfN-YlON9noWA-2HHBmIU_gsbPvVMaIQKvUtkE-piLSTajCAybbylKK8NY1ZB3g3hEkI32_BvOJ35O1iN0JtXeYvJ3kH18IEvnajSwWv1siSdcRU3AsEwhSlUx2ukYaqEKubJVmaT4IJomavyHghfv5wfpAm_PgxCPSQriSXMPYpu2fj_V0GVqEuK_OGKp1wH0hHi-3TfXCjwm-CQNynAE5iczlhz4Il6fMjd6t5G2yUP5mmKOuC0p_KfzgKw5WCBB6v4pWfTmlpVZp8g&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/info.mrcs/posts/3082666781766979?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAUbrIYdjopwqOqeIPjCZF06xnJqVLJcp_dCUfMn1SXovkRKbNODd8vgFUh6L0qh8AAkofl57BDkLZzeUaOHGXpA1-Utx-M3TfmdtkdCvQ7L2HcnyUml-urey04PMcGGzx5T4vNAHVRflO_JuJtJG1YVH3gzFf-tczGC6dn_L9hvuZW3NHaqpqy6cXuTHUS0bpJFRmZkqhm0r1GO1p70QhgEDYxpH0Mn-A5U8UUY-WPeDaFODIKiapr958Pch8zHlJuZ-py4efWkAoWr_n3b_yxTDBeEtvj8RoQZCR_o2UokAR8UNFBNxrp6E-7nGuS3eeSUnJcQoAtMXR23cbCcsM0LQ&__tn__=-R

