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Use of the emblem by the British Red Cross
How is the emblem protected by law and why?
· Under the 1949 Geneva Conventions the red cross emblem is the visible sign of neutral protection in armed conflict.  It is first and foremost the emblem of the medical services of the armed forces, and therefore its use is controlled by Governments.  To be effective, it must be completely trusted and understood.
· The emblems of the red crescent and the red crystal are also recognised and protected under International Humanitarian Law.
· In the United Kingdom the British Red Cross is authorised by the Government (in practice the Ministry of Defence) to use the emblem to show that we are part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.  This is the secondary purpose of the emblem, and comes from our recognised role and status as a humanitarian auxiliary to the Government.  The BRC is the only organisation in the UK to have this privilege.  
· The BRC is authorised to use the emblem on the condition that we will act responsibly in upholding the integrity of the emblem, and will abide by the International Emblem Regulations, as well as any interpretations or practices required by the Government.
· The BRC is also responsible, on behalf of the Ministry of Defence, for monitoring misuse of the emblem in the UK.  This is another reason why our own use of the emblem needs to be appropriate.
In practice, how do we ensure that we use the emblem correctly?
· The Head of International Law is the person responsible for ensuring that we fulfil these important responsibilities.  This is because use of the protected emblems (and the name “Red Cross”) is a matter of International Humanitarian Law which has practical implications beyond the BRC. 
· We never use the red cross emblem on its own, we only use it as part of one of our ‘marques’; the red cross emblem accompanied by the words “British Red Cross”.

· The Communications Toolkit on RedRoom contains BRC visual identity guidelines and templates containing the marque.  These templates have been pre-approved by the Head of International Law.  

· All other proposed uses of the marque, including on BRC or third party materials, whether printed or digital, must be individually approved by the Head of International Law.

What do I need to do?

· Please write to Michael Meyer, Head of International Law, describing how and why you wish to use the marque.  This includes use of the corporate marque on all new BRC materials (if you are not using a pre-approved template), for example, on fundraising or promotional items.  The proposed use of a co-branding marque in connection with a third party must always be approved.   
· Please include the following information:

· A description of the item, its dimensions and intended use
· The size and position of the marque

· Where possible, a mock-up or sample is helpful

· The relationship between the BRC and any third party
· A date and/or time by which you require advice and approval (see below)
· Following the guidance contained in the Communications Toolkit on RedRoom will help to ensure that any designs you produce are consistent with BRC good practice.

· Each proposal will be considered on a case by case basis, taking into account both the Emblem Regulations and existing UK practice.   You will receive advice and recommendations in writing. 
· Please allow as much time as possible, since there may need to be consultation with relevant Government departments.  If your proposal is urgent it may be approved quickly.  Please state this clearly in your request.  
Who else is involved in this process?
· Where necessary, the Head of International Law may consult the Ministry of Defence or the Intellectual Property Office to seek advice on use or misuse of the emblem.

· The BRC Emblem Advisory Committee has been established to monitor this process and to make recommendations where there may be differences of opinion about proposed uses of the emblem by the BRC.  The Committee normally meets twice a year, but can meet more often if needed.

· The Emblem Advisory Committee may also make recommendations to the Ministry of Defence in relation to our authority to use the emblem. 

· The BRC Board of Trustees is responsible for reporting twice a year to the Ministry of Defence on the approvals that have been made and on any issues that have arisen over the use of the red cross emblem by the BRC or by third parties.  
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	For more information please contact MMeyer@redcross.org.uk  
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