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Module

Assessment Introduction

Learning objective 

· To have better understanding of the meaning, purpose and process of assessment and be aware of the series of assessments is needed to cover changing program needs

Learning process

· Exercise (30 minutes).    Ask each group to “do an assessment” in the area around the training centre.  Give them no guidance.  After 30 minutes, re-assemble and ask each group to spend 5 minutes explaining their conclusions and the problems that they faced.

· Introduction (10 minutes).   Ask to participants “what is assessment means”, write the answer on the flipchart and wrap-up.   Brainstorming – Ask to participants when we should or should not undertake an assessment.
Facilitator notes :

· Assessment is information gathering exercise, to identify the gaps between the needs and available resources …..

· Presentation (10 minutes).   Facilitator explains the process of assessment.   
Brainstorming:  When we should or should not undertake an assessment
Group work-1 (5 minutes).  What information do we need on the first day after an earthquake.

Feedback (5 minutes) – write answer on the flipchart

Plenary (10 minutes).  How do you collect this information

Presentation Assessment cycle (10 minutes)
Facilitator notes :

· Initial information is not very accurate as it is collected quickly.  This is unavoidable as there is an urgent need to start programmes.   The situation is changing rapidly so information must be updated regularly until the situation stabilises.   

· Rapid assessment provide the essential information needed to start an emergency operation, this must be followed quickly by a detail assessment

· Emphasize the links between detailed assessments and continual assessments.   Continual assessment provides a baseline which can save a lot of time and lives during emergencies.  If you know how effective the health service was before an emergency you will be in a better position to react appropriately during a crisis.   If you understand how people normally react to crisis (coping strategies), your emergency response will be more appropriate than if you come in “blind”
Output

· Participants experience the difficulty of doing an assessment without proper preparation
· Participants understand the meaning and purpose of assessment
· Participants understand that information needs change during the course of an emergency.  A series of assessments is needed to cover changing programme needs.
