Community Safety and Resilience Unit (CSRU)  
South East Asia Regional Delegation
Overview of activities for the months of January 2013

Thailand

Thai Red Cross Post Emergency and Preparedness Operation
The implementation of activities (except WatSan – directly managed by IFRC) is still pending signature of the Project Agreement between Thai Red Cross and IFRC.

Water Sanitation activities in Thai Red Cross
Second round of Training of Trainers was carried out from 22-25 January with participation of  12 staff members of TRC from the National Headquarter office.
The Training of trainers supported by the training department of King Mungkut’s University (KMUTNB) was conducted in Ayutthaya. The participants were trained in different training and communication techniques, in ways to provide feedback during trainings and different ways to engage trainees. The participants spend one day during the training to run and backwash the TWA-4-light water treatment unit and to operate the field lab. 
Thai Red Cross Tsunami Residual Funds
The implementation of activities is still pending signature of the Project Agreement between Thai Red Cross and IFRC.

Regional

Workshops, Meetings, Conferences
Regional Conference on Promoting Psychosocial Support and Psychological Recovery in Emergencies in Asia organized by ADPC, 4-5 February 2013, Bangkok
The conference was organized by Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) in collaboration with the Center for Crisis Psychology Bergen, Norway. The conference was sponsored by the Royal Government of Norway. There were 64 participants coming from national governments, international and national organizations, civil society, academic institutions and scholars attending the conference.

The main objective of the conference was to learn about the challenges related to Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) in emergencies in Asia. IFRC CSRU’s Regional Psycho Social Delegate was requested to deliver presentation on the IFRC approach to MHPSS in emergencies. 
The conference provided an opportunity for sharing MHPSS experiences in Asia. The key speakers and country presenters gave interesting and relevant presentations. From an IFRC perspective it was an opportunity to promote coordination and an integrated community based approach with a focus on staff and volunteers in emergencies. The presence of donors (ECHO and USAID) also provided an opportunity for the participants to raise the issue of funding for MHPSS and the need for donors to support long term interventions. 
The conference materials are posted on: 
https://sites.google.com/site/drrtoolsinsoutheastasia/meetings-workshops/promoting-psychosocial-support-and-recoveries
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) Disaster Relief Exercise (DiREx) 2013 Initial Planning Conference (IPC), 14-16 January 2013, Bangkok
The ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), with its 27 members reaches well beyond the usual ASEAN scope, and as a body for security dialogue quite often has military representation as it was the case during this planning conference. The organizers of the ARF DiREx requested IFRC to attend the Initial Planning Conference (IPC) and to support the event.  
ARF is planning to hold their second major Disaster Response Exercise (DIREX) at the end of April/early May 2013 in Thailand. The previous exercise ran over 5 days with academics sessions, a table top exercise (TTX) and a field training exercise (FTX). For 2013 Thailand and Republic of Korea are the twin leads for the planning and execution of the event. 
The main objectives and goals of the exercise are to advance and build capacity of ARF members in the Civil-Military coordination in response to disasters.
The exercise is planned to advance the multinational disaster response progress made during the last two exercises. The exercise will address disaster relief issues at the strategic, operational, and tactical levels. ARF DiREx 2013 will continue to focus on civil-military coordination in response to disasters. Also to test the existing standard operating procedures/protocols/tools of ASEAN, regional, international and the affected (host) nation pertaining to multinational disaster relief operations. Further it is expected to advance the ARF participants’ ability to rapidly provide coordinated and effective disaster reliefs and advance the affected (host) nation's ability to respond to humanitarian assistance requirements caused by natural disasters.
Along with IFRC CSRU, Thai Red Cross participated in the event and was requested by the Royal Thai Government, co-chair of the event, to support the exercise with its staff and logistical support specifically focusing on running of the evacuation camp (tents/tarpaulins), water and sanitation facilities, mobile field kitchen, ambulance service for real-time casualties, generators and flat-bottom boats for search and rescue. CSRU is providing necessary support to the Thai Red Cross in the process of preparation of such huge simulation exercise which will further enhance Thai RC response capacities as well as improve partnerships with key stakeholders involved in major emergencies. 

Thai RC is having a regular meeting with Royal Thai Government in order to fine tune all coordination and preparation for the exercise scheduled to take place from 7-11 May in Petchaburi Province in Thailand. IFRC will continue to support Thai Red Cross participation in the event, both financially as well as with technical expertise, including IDHL support provided by the AP Zone.
16th HIV Symposium – Bangkok, Thailand 
CSRU’ Senior Health Assistant attended 16th Bangkok HIV symposium from 16 – 18 January at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre in Bangkok. Apart from enhancing the knowledge on latest development in HIV/AIDS and meeting with experts on HIV medicine this symposium also gave a chance to better liaise with Thai Red Cross AIDS Research, Centre. It has been agreed that apart from our traditional way in participating in ICAAP (booth, abstract, posters, etc.), this year we (Thai Red Cross and SEARD) will  also organize a 90 minute symposium on “Translating Science of HIV Prevention and Care into Practice at Community Level:  Red Cross/Red Crescent Perspectives”
24th ART Network Annual Meeting, 23-25 January, Vientiane, Laos, 
CSRU’s Community Based Health Advisor attended 24th ART network annual meeting, 23-25 January in Laos. Discussions were held on various topic related to ART network and follow up on recommendations from regional health meeting regarding regional network. Considering funding constraints and hibernation of the network for some time, health directors suggested three options: 
1) Dismiss the network, 
2) create regional health network and make HIV as a sub group, 
3) Keep the network but make it more focused and relevant to the current situation. 

ART members did not agree to terminate the network, but are committed to keep the network more focused and relevant. So during the meeting, they drafted the commitment statement to the leadership. This will be attached to the annual meeting report. 

2nd One Health Congress

The Prince Mahidol Award Conference, the World Health Organization, Connecting Organizations for Regional Disease Surveillance, One Health Congress, U.S. Agency for International Development, The Rockefeller Foundation, Japan International Cooperation Agency and the British Medical Journal co-hosted a conference on the theme “A World United Against Infectious Diseases: Cross-Sectoral Solutions” in Bangkok, Thailand during 28 January – 2 February 2013.
There was a tripartite agreement among WHO, FAO and OIE (World Health Organization for Animal Health) towards one health approach. One health approach is slowly gaining the attention and builds up the interest globally. Since IFRC, with FinRC, CRC and Nepal RC, is working on EU application on one health programme in Asia, all the relevant materials and latest knowledge and information were collected. Detailed mission report will follow in February. 

South East Asia Civil Society Consultation on AADMER Engagement and Partnership

28-29 January 2013, Bangkok
At the 17th Meeting of the ASEAN Committee on Disaster Management (ACDM), it expressed the view that civil society participation and coordination in AADMER implementation is necessary and welcome, as CSOs are strategic partners that can help further promote and implement AADMER at the national and local levels. In light of this statement, the AADMER Partnership Group (APG), which has been working with the ASEAN since 2009 to ensure the people-centred implementation of AADMER, proposed a process to develop an ACDM-CSO partnership framework, and the proposal was approved by the ACDM. 

One of the objectives specifically related to this event was to:

· Provide civil society organisations that are beyond the immediate membership of the APG to become familiar with the AADMER Work Programme and the AADMER flagship projects, and identify opportunities for civil society participation in the implementation of AADMER;

National and regional civil society organizations, international NGOs, networks, the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies including representatives from the Thai Red Cross and The Philippines Red Cross, and academic institutions participated in the consultation. 

Aid International Development Forum (AIDF), 30-31 January, Bangkok, Thailand

The AIDF as a new event to Asia brought together practitioners and policy leaders from governments, UN, NGOs and private organizations, to highlight the challenges faced by the aid and development sector and share innovative ideas. Bangkok being a centre of operational activity and international support for both the humanitarian relief and development sectors was selected as the host.
CSRU team along side Thai Red Cross and other colleagues from the SEARD was requested to take engage as speakers/moderators in sessions Disaster Relief, Response and Development and Disaster Risk Reduction.
The event was an excellent opportunity to build further understanding about important links between humanitarian and corporate sectors, build partnerships and enhances networking.
Visits and Support
Head of Operations, AP Zone 
Head of Operation, AP Zone, visited SEARD office on 10 January 2013. Meeting was held with the CSRU team and full briefing was provided on strategic directions and priorities for support to National Societies in SEA in 2013.
 ASEAN – Head of Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance Division and Executive Director of AHA Centre
On 17th January 2013, a full day meeting was held with ASEAN representatives in order to share information and explore further possibilities for cooperation between ASEAN and the Movement in the region.

Coordination and Knowledge Sharing

The online DRR library of the Community Safety and Resilience Unit is being updated on regular basis with latest addition in Health: https://sites.google.com/site/drrtoolsinsoutheastasia/
Partnerships, Networking and Representation

Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Bangkok, Thailand, 23 January, 2013
Building up on successfully delivered lecture (December 2012) by CSRU on the Climate Change and Emergency Health, on the request by AIT, a follow up meeting was organized to further explore how to further develop cooperation between AIT and IFRC.  Considering that AID is a high level educational institution, highly regarded in Asia, and the faculties thought at AIT have direct relevance to IFRC work and vice versa, options were explored how to further formalise this strategic partnership that would benefit both AIT and IFRC, yet would not be based on financial but rather on exchange of technical expertise basis. Initial thoughts were about possible development of a Memorandum of Understanding.  A meeting with the Dean of AIT and CSRU is scheduled for February 18th to further discuss possible options for cooperation with IFRC. 
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